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for any effective contribution. I was surprised under
these conditions that he seemed to preserve his
geniality and good temper. But he certainly did. He
was completely devoid of any bitterness and he never
made a single complaint to me of the shabby treat-
ment accorded to him and to his Army. It is on
record that the favourable impression he made upon
me was shared by all those who took part in the Rome
Conference.

If he did not accomplish anything for two years,
it was because it was not intended that he should,
and the military junta who managed these things
both in France and in England saw to it that every
temptation to accomplishment should be withheld
from this dashing but obnoxious general. The
French General Staff, whilst pursuing a deliberate
policy of starving the Salonika force, gave the
impression to their Government that Sarrail had
been provided with the means which would enable
him to carry through a decisive attack on the enemy
positions in the Balkans. To do Robertson justice,
he never sought to mislead his Government on that
point.

But upon the question of further reinforcements for
Salonika, no agreement was reached. At the con-
clusion of the second day's discussion,
Briand's M. Briand made an impassioned plea
great oration for us to send two divisions thither.
As a piece of oratory it was the finest
exhibition I have ever heard at any Conference. It
was delivered in a comparatively small room, at a
table around which barely a dozen sat. M. Briand
spoke sitting. Voice, gesture, inflection, displayed his
oratorical powers at their best, as if he were addressing
a crowded Chamber of Deputies. He spoke with